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‘A tragic story’ CHRIS MULLIN MP  
 
‘Meticulous and admirable’ TLS 
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In 1991 journalists on broadsheet newspapers began to publish stories claiming that 

Bryn Estyn, a home for adolescent boys on the outskirts of Wrexham, lay at the 

centre of a network of evil – a paedophile ring whose members included a senior 

North Wales police officer. A massive investigation was launched which, over the 

next ten years, spread to care homes throughout Britain. Thousands were accused, 

hundreds arrested, and the prisons began to fill up with convicted care workers. 

Had we at last faced up to a horrifying reality? Or was there another, even more 

disturbing story that remained to be uncovered?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘This is an extraordinary book . . . gripping and coherent  . . . a major  

achievement . . .  Webster has admirably succeeded in what the police and  

two [inquiries] failed to do: discover what really happened.’     

                                                                           JEAN LA FONTAINE, Evening Standard 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘In his massively researched, compelling book Richard Webster demolishes 

the belief that there was a vast conspiracy of sexual corruption in Welsh care 

homes . . . ’                                                                        LEO MCKINSTRY, Spectator 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘It’s a story that has everything: personal animus, fantasy, intrigue, alleged 

Masonic conspiracy, bizarre sex acts and courtroom drama . . . This is  

brilliant stuff. It is fair, measured and brave. This book should be read by . . . 

anyone interested in the human condition.’         MARK SMITH, Child Abuse Review 
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Richard Webster is the author of Why Freud Was Wrong, chosen as Book of the 

Year by Sebastian Faulks, David Lodge, Penelope Mortimer and Richard  

Hoggart. He has been interviewed on the subject of  false allegations by John 

Humphrys, Jeremy Paxman and Jenni Murray. He lives in Oxford. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sampler edition 
 

Copies of a 32-page sampler edition containing the introduction and the  

postscript, ‘Journalism, Jersey and the idea of evil’, will be sent to selected  

UK broadcasters, journalists and commentators during January 2009.  
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